To  the  Chairman  and  Memhers  of  the  Hiraethog  Rural  District 
C ounc i 1 , 


Gentlemen, 

beg  to  present  our  Report  for  the  year  1940  - dra,r;n 
out  on  similar  lines  to  that  of  the  previous  year. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions: 

Since  last  year’s  Report  was  prepared,  statistics  for 

1939  have  been  received  so  that  the  following  figures  for  1939 
and  1940  are  recorded 

1939.  1940.  1939.  1940. 

Total  Births.  92  69  Birth  Rate.  Ib.S.  12,2, 

Deaths.  S5  90  Comparative  Death  Rate.  13.4.  14. 0, 

The  estimated  population  for  1939  ’^'^as  5522  o.nd  for 

1940  5641. 


Though  there  has  been  no  official  evacuation  of 
children  during  the  year,  a great  number  of  people  have  taken 
up  temporary  residence  in  the  Area.  Consideration  was  given  to 
the  problems  to  be  faced  in  the  event  of  the  evacuation  of  children 
inxo  the  Area  and  other  requirements,  the  most  obvious  one  was 
"ohe  provision  of  a Sick  Bay  for  the  Division  6,  Much  time  and 
thought  was  given  to  this  matter  but  unfortunately  the  proposal 
for  the  acquiring  and  adapting  of  Gian  Conway  was  rejected  by 
rhe  Welsh  Board  of  Health  on  the  ground  that  two  Sick  Bays 
arranged  for  near  Ruthin  would  meet  the  needs  of  the  Division, 
but  the  Council  were  advised  to  adapt  Gian  Conway  as  a temporary 
Hostel,  In  view  of  the  expense  of  the  latter  proposal  and  the 
distance  etc,,  of  the  proposed  Sick  Bays,  it  is  our  opinion  that 
it  would  be  more  economical  and  sensible  to  adopt  the  Council’s 
plan. 

Health  Services. 

There  is  no  change  to  note  in  the  provisions  under 
this  heading  during  the  year  except  that  the  Emergency  Public 
Health  Laboratory  at  Conway  has  proved  to  be  of  great  value  and 
the  service  given  much  appreciated. 

The  Air  Raid  Precautions  Casualty  Services  members 
have  been  diligent  in  their  attendance  at  Classes  etc.,  - they 
have  been  provided  with  equipment  but  in  spite  of  repeated 
requests  no  ambulance  has  been  pupplied  and  sanction  has  been 
refused  for  the  setting  up  of  any  sort  of  First  Aid  post  for  the 
temporary  treatment  of  casualties. 

Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water  Sunplics;  During  the  early  part  of  the  year  some 
trouble  occurred  owing  to  the  inclement  w^eather  experienced. 

The  Llangerniew  Scheme  was  completed  and  this  work  consists 
of  the  collection  of  a number  of  springs  on  the  uplands  into  a 
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reservoir  of  30,C0C  gallons  capacity  together  nith  the 
laying  of  4?  2^0  yarle  r.aine, 

A temporary  supply,  consisting  of  spring  xvater  collected 
into  a 300  gallons  tank  and  piped  doun  to  the  hamlet,  ?ras  put 
in  at  Eglvysbach, 

Other  protective  works  were  carried  out  at  Melinycoed, 

Nebo  and  Capel  Garmon,  and  pipes  and  fittings  were  provided 
at  various  points  on  the  Council's  mains  in  the  event  of 
damage  by  !lnemy  Action, 

The  Council  has  obtained  a semi-automatic  Hypochlorinator 
in  readiness  for  an  emergency. 

Beverage  and  Scavenging;  There  is  no  change  in  the  sewerage  and 
scavenging  arrangements.  Two  new  drainage  systems  were  put  in 
during  the  year,  two  conversions  from  privies  to  water  closets 
being  effected,  one  other  system  being  remodelled. 

Schools. 

During  the  course  of  an  outbreak  of  Sonne’s  Dysentry  it  was 
again  found  necessary  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Local 
Education  Authority  to  the  lack  on  cleanliness  with  regard  to  the 
seats  of  the  closet  accommodation  in  most  of  the  Schools  in  the 
District. 

Food  Supplies, 

Four  eamiples  of  milk  were  taken  for  analysis  during  the 
year.  It  is  noted  that  there  has  been  a considerable  increase 
in  the  applications  for  Registration  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Order. 


Complaints  of  bad  Moat,  which  ultimately  had  to  be  condemned 
and  destroyed  were  made  in  the  Llangerniew  part  of  the  District, 
This  was  traced  to  the  unsuitable  arrangements  at  the  Slaughter 
Centre  in  Llanrwst,  and  to  the  method  adopted  for  distribution 
throughout  the  Area,  Upon  representation  being  made  these 
matters  were  remedied. 

Bakehouses  were  perlodio^tlly  visited  and  found  satisfactory. 
Housing. 

Seven  houses  were  disinfected  after  cases  of  infectious  or 
contagious  diseases. 

Comparatively  little  work  has  been  carried  out  on  housing 
mainly  owing  to  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  materials. 

Damage  was  caused  to  six  houses  through  Enemy  Action,  This 
was  confined  to  broken  windows  and  sashes.  Part  of  the  repair 
work  was  carried  out  two  days  after  the  incident  by  the  Council  - 
the  Owners  recouping  the  Council  for  the  cost  incurred. 

Altogether  1,050  inspections  were  made,  five  informal 
Notices  (three  complied  with)  and  two  statutory  (nil  complied 
with)  were  served. 
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Infectious  a.nd  r/bh3.j-..r;.i;^.oU3e3 . 

In  the  fiv;e  Pa.iishss  coiDprising  the  upper  part  of  the 
District,  the  follo'-^'ing  epidemics  uere  noted* - 

February  - Respiratory  ailments  due  to  the  inclement 
neather,  and  as  a precaution  the  Schools  ^ere  closed  for  a 
short  time, 

April  *-  German  measles  at  Cerrigydruidion  and  Glasfryn. 

July  *-  Chickenpox  at  Glasfryn. 

September  - Measles  at  ^entrellyncymer , 

November  - Sonne  Dysentry  at  Cerrigydruidion,  Glasfryn 
and  Pentrevoela,s  - a full  and  detailed  report  of  this  epidemic 
rras  made  during  the  present  year. 

The  Scarletina  cases  notified  occurred  in  vridely  separated 
parts  of  the  Area,  and  the  single  Diphtheria  case  vras  an  adult. 
It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  tTro  of  the  Scarletina  cases  -nexe 
traced  to  a patient  suffering  from  Acute  Rheumatism  as  a 
suspected  source  of  infection. 

School  notification  of  illnecses  has  proved  to  be  of  help 
in  the  control  of  these  opidsmios. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  investigations  showed  that,  in  the 
Schools  in  the  Area  specif led  above,  over  94%  of  the  children 
normally  resident  in  the  Area  ha.ve  received  Diphtheria 
immunisation  treatment  and  59%  "private  evacuees"  attending 
the  same  Schools  had  been  treated,  - 14  children  mere  immunised 
during  the  year.  Representations  made  to  the  County  Health 
Authorities  resulted  in  an  improvement  in  the  arrangements 
made  for  the  treatment  of  children  under  School  age. 

Notifiable  Diseases. 


Scarletina. 
Diphtheria. 
Whooping  Cough. 
Measles . 
Pnamonia. 

Sonne  Dysentry. 


Total 

Admitted  to 

Total 

notified. 

Hospital , 

Deaths. 

6, 

3. 

0. 

1. 

1. 

1. 

2. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

6, 

u 

• 

0, 

127, 

0. 

0. 

Age  Groups. 
Under  1 year. 

5 

5 - 
10- 

15  - 
20  - 

35  - 
45  - 
65  - 

Unspecified. 


Scarletina. 

Diph- 

theria. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Measles .Pneu- 
monia 

Dysen- 

try, 

• 

• 

• 

1. 

(1  . 

(1). 

(11  . 

(1). 

11. 

(3) 

(1). 

(19  . 

- 

39. 

(11) . 

42. 

(1). 

— 

(7  . 

4. 

— 

(3  * 

- 

g. 

(1). 

(1). 

- 

(1). 

- 

10. 

— 

- 

- 

10. 

2. 
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T^.'borculosis. N ‘^.vr  C anen. Deaths. 

Respi-  hon~resp-'  Respi-  Non-  Res^~ 

ratory.  iratory.  ratory.  iratoty. 

Hale . Female . Male . Female . liale , Female . Male , ~^emale 
under  1 year.  - 

" 5 » 

5 - 
15  - 

25  - 1 

35  - 1 

45  - 

|5  - 1 


Total.  3.  4,  3.  1,  3.  1, 


1-1--- 
2 - - - - - 

- - 1 - 1 - 

1-1 

1 - 1 - 1 - 


In  conclusion,  we  wis:^  to  acknowledge  the  efficient 
services  rendered  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  the  helpful 
co-operation  of  the  Clerk  and  his  Staff, 

We  beg  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  servants. 


Gc  LEWIS  TRAVIS. 
IFOR  H.  DAVIES. 


July,  1941. 


